
Wednesday March 5, 2025  Ash Wednesday Scripture Readings 
 

Joshua 8:10-17 ESV 
 
10 Joshua arose early in the morning and mustered the people and went up, he and 
the elders of Israel, before the people to Ai. 11 And all the fighting men who were with 
him went up and drew near before the city and encamped on the north side of Ai, 
with a ravine between them and Ai. 12 He took about 5,000 men and set them in 
ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the west of the city. 13 So they stationed the 
forces, the main encampment that was north of the city and its rear guard west of 
the city. But Joshua spent that night in the valley. 14 And as soon as the king of Ai saw 
this, he and all his people, the men of the city, hurried and went out early to the 
appointed place toward the Arabah to meet Israel in battle. But he did not know that 
there was an ambush against him behind the city. 15 And Joshua and all 
Israel pretended to be beaten before them and fled in the direction of the 
wilderness. 16 So all the people who were in the city were called together to pursue 
them, and as they pursued Joshua they were drawn away from the city. 17 Not a man 
was left in Ai or Bethel who did not go out after Israel. They left the city open and 
pursued Israel. 
 

Matthew 6:1-4, 16-21 ESV 
 

6 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen 
by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by 
others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you give to the 
needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your 
giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 

16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their 
faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received 
their reward. 17 But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 that your 
fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 


